INDIAN   FREEDOM
III

The part Sri Aurobindo took publicly in
Indian politics was of a brief duration, for he
stepped aside from it in 1910 and withdrew
to Pondicherry; much of his programme lapsed
in his absence,, but enough had been done
to change the whole face of Indian politics
and the whole spirit of the Indian people, to
make independence its aim and non-co-opera-
tion its method, and even its imperfect appli-
cation heightening into spasmodic spurts of
revolt has been sufficient to bring about its
victory. Tlie course of subsequent events fol-
lowed largely Sri Aurobindo's ideas. The
Congress was finally captured by the
Nationalist Party. It declared independence
as its aim, organised itself for action, took
almost the whole nation minus a majority
of the Mohammedans and a minority of
the depressed classes under its leadership
with a view eventually to forming the first
National independent Government in India.
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